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{abstract]

A Collaborative Approach toward North Korean Human
Rights Issues

Tai-Uk Chung’

If the international community maintains the spirit of mutual respect, the
collaborative approach toward human rights issues of North Korea can be
taken in two phases as follows. First, the international community is
supposed to respect the North Korean traditions and recognize the
possibility of their improvement of the human rights situation according to
their traditions. Second, the international community is supposed to engage
North Korean human rights situation for the reason that human rights
constitute the limits of any political system without demanding a regime

change.

North Korea has developed its own principle of guaranteeing human
rights and the rule of law. There is no reason why the international
community cannot recognize that as the basis of improving North Korean
human rights situation. Of course, the international community has to do
more about the grave human rights problems of North Korea. North Korean
should be aware of the importance of human rights as limits to their regime.
If that is unilaterally admonished and inculcated, however, this cannot be a
collaborative approach. It is recommended to start with the issues realized

by North Korea itself and try to cope with them cooperatively.

* College of Law, Yeungnam University
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In these courses, the international community can expect to make North
Korea reach the spirit of human rights and the importance of freedom of the
individuals. What is important here is that such a collaborative approach do
not have to move toward the regime change. Kim Jeong-Il may be looking
for a reliable counselor with regard to human rights. Kim would welcome
with all his heart those who respect North Korean tradition and history, and
listen carefully their advices how North Korea could transform itself toward

more reasonable system,

Key Words : North Korean Human Rights, Collaborative Engagement,

Relativism and Universalism, Responsibility of the International Community



