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[Abstract]

A Study of "Agreement among People is as binding as

stated in the Law"

Li, Xian-Dong - Li, Zhao-Jun

Professor, China University of Political and Law * Student, REN MIN University of China

Traditional view of the study of law considered ancient law of China as a unitary
law which is mainly comprised of Criminal Law and has no explicit classification on
the type of law. Furthermore, the view denies the existence of Civil Law in ancient
China. Starting from the contract idiom of "Agreement among people is as binding
as stated in the law", with many related historical and academic materials in hand,
the essay systematically reviewed the derivation of "Agreement among people is as
binding as stated in the law", the concept and legal character of Di Quan in ancient
China (the kind of document that carries the idiom) and its relationship with

contracts of the transaction of land.

From the study of the idiom, it is concluded that the principle of "Agreement
among people is as binding as stated in the law", reflected through the text of the
idiom, was established long before in China. There is a long existence of the
convention that parties are free to reach an agreement, compared with written law
by the central government. Chinese ancient civil law has its unique way of
regulating the civil affair, which is to define the scope of the exercise of the public
power rather than define the scope of the civil right. With the written law as
bottom line of legal conduct, the Chinese unique way project and construct civil law

system beyond the range of the existing private law system.

Key Words : Agreement among people is as binding as stated in the law, Di Quan,

contract of land, inherent civil law



