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<Abstract>

The 10th anniversary of the foundation of The National Human
Rights Commission; but Disability Discrimination is Remain
Unresolved

Park, Ok=Soon - Park, Kim-Young Hee - Seo, Jae-Kyung
The Disability Discrimination Act Solidarity Korea (DDASK)

The Disability Discrimination Act, enacted as a result of tenacious efforts
made by the disabled people themselves for seven years, has just had its third
anniversary. 1,677 petitions against disability discrimination have been submitted
to the National Human Rights Commission of Korea since the enactment of the
Act, taking up 63% of the total number of disability discrimination cases, which
is 2,674. This indicates that acts of discrimination experienced in the everyday
lives of the disabled are no longer being taken as their 'inevitable' fate but
rather being challenged with the goal of correcting the deep-rooted
discrimination throughout society, as an inviolable right of the disabled people.

With a strong aspiration and will to defend the rights of individuals, the
Disability Discrimination Act Solidarity Korea (DDASK) has acted in solidarity to
secure an effective implementation of the Act. The collective petition filed by
people with visual and hearing disabilities for the revision of Article 21 of the
Act, the speakout and collective petition for the prohibition of insurance
discrimination, the collective petition against institutions not providing an
'accessible environment' based on a fact-finding survey of community service
facilities in the Seoul area, the collective petition for the establishment of an
accessible homepage by public TV broadcast stations, the legal action for the
relief of an insurance discrimination case, and the petition for the legislation of a
law for the developmentally and mentally disabled are some of the efforts made

as part of this movement for the rights of the disabled people.
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These efforts have lead to results such as functions being included in ATMs
in consideration of the special needs of people with different kinds of disabilities
and an atmosphere being created throughout society in which most people are
aware that disabled students have the right to special arrangements such as a
separate room, assisted writing and time extension for taking an examination.

Also, continuous actions are being taken to correct and prevent disability
discrimination in public institutions such as having electronic bus stop announcement
systems set up at bus stations, having separate public bathrooms built for males
and females with disabilities, and pushing for the installation of elevators in subway
stations, instead of lifts which have been proven to be dangerous.

Nevertheless, while disability groups were actively fighting to defend the
rights of people with disabilities, the National Human Rights Commission had
fallen from its status as an independent organ of the state and become a
subordinate organ to the government. The government, which had claimed it
would increase the number of staff in the Commission in charge of disability
discrimination cases, had in fact downsized the Commission's workforce, and
petitions submitted to the Commission were being put on hold for over a year
and a half. Faced with this situation, DDASK and other disability groups stepped
in to demand an increase of employees in charge of disability discrimination
cases. DDASK submitted 694 collective petitions to the disability discrimination
investigation section of the Commission and tried to spread an awareness
throughout society about the prevalency of discrimination against people with
disabilities. These efforts finally saw fruition with the disability discrimination
section of the Commission being expanded and the number of employees being
increased. But under the current regime, it is not certain whether the
Commission will take the role of rectifying cases of discrimination against people
with disabilities and be promptly assigned to each scene of discrimination with
full authority to investigate the case as well as carry out prevention measures.

Under these circumstances, what is required for an effective implementation of
the Disability Discrimination Act is the active involvement of the disabled people

themselves in the vindication of their rights as well as persistent efforts by
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disability groups.

Some people have already begun to criticize the limitations of the Disability
Discrimination Act, now only in its third year of implementation. The Act is
indeed still in the making and has its limitations, but there can be no question
that it is changing our society. There used to be a time when disabled people
took their disabilities as fate and would resign themselves to how others looked
at them. But today, people's consciousness is being raised so that those with
and without disabilities are viewed as having equal rights and those with
disabilities are recognized as having the right to proper assistance in order for
them to live under equal conditions. This is surely one of the great outcomes of
the Disability Discrimination Act.

There remains for us the task of having the specific rights of the
developmentally and mentally disabled stipulated in the Act, eliminating laws in
contradiction with the Act, and carrying out activities to amend unrealistic
articles within the Act. There also need to be continuous monitering of whether
proper facilities are being provided in order for the Act to be effectively
implemented, more public campaigns for adjusting prejudices against the disabled,
and continued efforts to rectify the social structural discrimination through
collective petitions and class actions. We must carry on with these efforts with
the goal of changing our society into a place where people with and without

disabilities can live as equals.






