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<Abstract>
Public Education and free Education

Lim, Chae-Hong

Professor, Korea National Open Univ.

Public education is universally available. School curricula, funding, teaching,
employment, and other policies are set through locally elected school boards
with jurisdiction over school districts with many directives from state
legislatures.

Free education refers to education that is funded through taxation rather than
tuition fees. Although primary school and other comprehensive or compulsory
education is free in many countries, for example, all education is mostly free
including post—graduate studies in the Nordic countries. Free education has long
been identified with "sponsored education". This may now evoke images of
advertising campaigns, but in the past, especially during the Renaissance, it was
common practice among rich dignitaries to sponsor the education of a young
man as his patron. In the late 18th century, Thomas Paine was amongst the
earliest proponents of universal, free public education, which was considered to
be a radical idea at the time.

The term "public education" is not synonymous with the term "publicly funded
education". Government may make a public policy decision that it wants to have
some financial resources distributed in support of, and it may want to have
some control over, the provision of education which is not public education.

In Korea students have to pay fees to colleges or universities. Pay increases
have caused chronic controversy since shortly after 2004. Data from the
statistics office and the Bank of Korea show that schools have been gouging
parents in the past few years by raising tuition faster than inflation. In rough

terms, the cost of degrees at universities, graduate schools and two-year
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colleges increased by about 30 percent between 2005 and 2010, nearly twice
the rate of consumer prices that rose about 16 percent during the same period.
Parents are spending nearly twice as much on their children’s university costs
than compared to five years ago. But the Korea government does not directly
support higher education. Instead it has offered programs of loans and grants.

Household spending on higher education has been rising inexorably over the
past few years, aside from a temporary dip during the financial crisis. The
spending on higher education accounted for 11.5 percent of household outlays
during the first quarter of the year, marking the same level as a year earlier.

According to the OECD’s "Education at a Glance 2009" report, the average
tuition at public Korean universities was $4,717 using purchasing power parity,
which was higher than any other OECD nation aside from the United States
($5,666). Tuition at private Korean universities averaged $8,519, which again,
was second only to the US.s $20,517. Some argue that the numbers show
Korean university students shoulder a heavier burden than those of any OECD
country as the country's public schools account for just 22 percent of its
universities, the lowest proportion among OECD nations.

Tuition has become a sensitive political subject with some lawmakers of the
ruling Grand National Party proposing to halve the fees, despite a paucity of
debate on securing financial sources to make the cut. Cutting tuition in half was
among the campaign promises of President Lee Myung-bak during the 2007
election, although the presidential office has been pretending that it never
happened.

Since it began championing universal welfare earlier this year, the Democratic
Party has called for tuition to be halved, but recently stepped up its welfare
policy offensive as the GNP began to solicit working— and middle-class voters
by vowing to ease the tuition burden.

College students and citizens hold a candlelit vigil to call for the government
to halve tuition fees. Thousands of students joined members of civic groups and
opposition political parties in a candlelit rally in Seoul calling for quick

government action to reduce tuition fees. We have confirmed the desire of



students and citizens for tuition cuts. We will continue the candlelit vigil.

Most students (and their families) who pay for tuition and other education
costs don't have enough savings to pay in full while they are in school. Some
students must work and/or borrow money to afford an education. Developed
countries have adopted a scheme for higher education to be supported by taxes
rather than tuition. After World War II, an enhanced standard of living and the
existence of free university education in many countries enabled more
working—class youths to receive a degree, resulting in the inflation of education

and enlarged middle classes.

Key Words : Public Education, free Education, tuition fees, free school meals



